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hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the state of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Ruth is a native of Aberdeen and a 
graduate of Aberdeen Christian School. 
Currently, she is attending South Da-
kota State University, where she is 
pursuing a degree in human develop-
ment and family sciences. She is a very 
hard worker who has been dedicated to 
getting the most out of her internship 
experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Ruth for all 
of the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SCOTT MAH 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Scott Mah, an intern in my Wash-
ington, DC office for all of the hard 
work he has done for me, my staff, and 
the State of South Dakota. 

Scott is a graduate of Sioux Falls 
Christian High School in Sioux Falls, 
SD. Currently, Scott is attending 
Northwestern University, where he is 
majoring in economics. Scott is a dedi-
cated worker who has been committed 
to getting the most out of his experi-
ence. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Scott Mah for all of the 
fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SAM REULAND 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Sam Reuland, an intern in my 
Washington, DC office for all of the 
hard work he has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Sam is a graduate of White Lake 
High School in White Lake, SD. Cur-
rently, Sam is attending University of 
South Dakota, where he is majoring in 
history and political science. Sam is a 
dedicated worker who has been com-
mitted to getting the most out of his 
experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Sam Reuland for all of 
the fine work he has done and wish him 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KATHERINE VEENIS 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I recog-
nize Katherine Veenis, an intern in my 
Washington, DC office for all of the 
hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota. 

Katherine is a graduate of Lincoln 
High School in Sioux Falls, SD. Cur-
rently, Katherine is attending Texas 
Christian University, where she is ma-
joring in political science. Katherine is 
a dedicated worker who has been com-
mitted to getting the most out of her 
experience. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Katherine Veenis for all 

of the fine work she has done and wish 
her continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KRISTIN WILEMAN 

∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I wish to 
recognize Kristin Wileman, an intern 
in my Aberdeen, SD office for all of the 
hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the state of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

Kristin is a native of Aberdeen and a 
graduate of Aberdeen Central High 
School. Currently, she is attending 
North Central University, where she is 
pursuing a degree in journalism com-
munications. She is a very hard worker 
who has been dedicated to getting the 
most out of her internship experience. 

I would like to extend my sincere 
thanks and appreciation to Kristin for 
all of the fine work she has done and 
wish her continued success in the years 
to come.∑ 

f 

PITTOCK MANSION CENTENNIAL 

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I would 
like to honor the centennial of a 
unique historical landmark in my 
home State. The Pittock Mansion in 
Portland, OR, educates Oregonians and 
tourists from around the world about 
the city’s history and the legacy of the 
family who once owned it. 

When Henry Pittock completed con-
struction of the large 46-room house in 
the West Hills of Portland in 1914, 
there was nothing like it in the re-
gion—and arguably, there still isn’t. 
Henry came to Oregon by covered 
wagon with little in his pocket but 
grew to become a respected local busi-
nessman and the owner of our State 
newspaper, the Oregonian. His wife 
Georgiana was a philanthropist who 
was known for serving the needs of the 
elderly, women and children, and for 
her famous rose garden. Georgiana 
often hosted garden parties where she 
would showcase her famous roses and is 
credited with kick-starting the first 
Portland Rose Society and the tradi-
tion of the Portland Rose Festival, 
which now draws thousands of people 
from around the world each summer. 

When Henry and Georgiana built 
their mansion, they hired Oregon 
craftsman and artisans and used north-
west materials, helping their commu-
nity and contributing to the 
bourgeoning city in a variety of ways. 
They lived a long, happy life together 
and had 6 children and 18 grand-
children, including some who lived in 
the mansion up until it was put up for 
sale in 1958. 

Today, the mansion serves as a his-
torical museum. The interior of the 
house and the surrounding property are 
publicly owned and preserved by dedi-
cated staff and volunteers. Tourists, 
locals, and schoolchildren are often 
seen wandering through the home and 
along the paths around the large prop-
erty learning about the historic signifi-
cance of the mansion and of Portland. 

The house represents an era of growth 
that was occurring throughout the Pa-
cific Northwest at the time of its con-
struction. 

For its symbolism, history, and 
meaning, today we recognize the 
Pittock Mansion’s Centennial Year. 
May it continue to serve as a place to 
learn and enjoy for many years to 
come.∑ 

f 

BENTON COUNTY FAIR AND RODEO 
ANNIVERSARY 

∑ Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, this 
week is the opening of the 101st Benton 
County Fair and Rodeo. For more than 
a century, the citizens of Benton Coun-
ty, OR, have come together to show off 
the literal and metaphorical fruits of 
their yearlong labor, display their tal-
ents, and enjoy a few diversions. 

The roots of the Benton County Fair 
actually run as far back as those of the 
State of Oregon. Just 7 months after 
Oregon achieved statehood, the Benton 
Agricultural Society began holding 
small fairs. In the early 1900s, Benton 
County had an outstanding showing at 
the Oregon State Fair, handily winning 
the State fair’s blue ribbon for its dis-
play of produce five times—in 1907, 
1908, 1910, 1911, and 1912. In 1912, J.F. 
Yates, the mayor of Corvallis, an-
nounced a public holiday to celebrate 
Benton County’s outstanding showing 
at the Oregon State Fair. The fol-
lowing year, the county had its own 
celebration on the grounds of the Or-
egon Agricultural College, later to be-
come Oregon State University. That 
year, the county brought out its finest 
produce, livestock, and technology, 
starting a tradition that will be contin-
ued this week. 

The Benton County Fair and Rodeo 
found its current home in 1957, when 
the county purchased 20 acres of land 
for the fair in Corvallis. In 1958, the Fu-
ture Farmers of America and 4–H 
joined the thriving county fair in its 
longstanding practice of showcasing 
the region’s rich agricultural tradition. 
The fair has matured beyond its roots 
to include carnival festivities, rides, 
and concession stands in addition to 
live music. I know that folks in Benton 
County will enjoy a wonderful week as 
they take in the region’s storied cul-
ture. 

I would like to recognize Betty Ma-
lone, the Benton County Fair and Ro-
deo’s committee chair, for proposing a 
quilt to be sewn to commemorate the 
fair’s centennial last year, an impor-
tant date in the county’s history. I 
would also like to congratulate Dawn 
Wunder and Donna Johnson for leading 
the charge to make Betty’s proposal a 
reality. The centennial quilt will be 
presented to the region’s residents in a 
ceremony today. Dozens of community 
members decorated the patches that 
make up the quilt, a collective celebra-
tion of the county’s history. It is a fit-
ting tribute to folks in Benton County 
who for more than 100 years have 
graced the region with their strong 
spirit and hard work. 
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